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Kips COUNT, a project of the Annie E. Casey 
Foundahon, is a national and state*by*state 
effort to track the status of children in die 
United States. By providing policymakers and 
citizens with benchmarks of child weU-being, 
KIDS COUNT seeks to enrich local, state, and 
national discussions concerning ways to 
secure better futures for all children. At the 
national level, the principal activity of the 
initiative is the publication of the annual 
KIDS COUNT Data Hook, which uses the best 
available data to measure the educational, 
social, economic, and physical well-being 
of children. The Foundation also funds a 
nationwide nep^'ork of state-level KIDS 
COUNT projects that provide a more detailed 
communip -by-community picture of the 
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home, 31 percent in another home, 30 percent tional unmet child-care needs under the new 
are in an organized child-care setting, and welfare policy, especially for infants and 

about 5 percent are cared for by the mother school-age children.'^ As a practical mailer, it 

at work or while she works at home/’ makes sense to expand the supply of child 
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reducing transit time to work, but it also training mothers who can work in their 

demonstrably contributes to building stronger own homes. A high proportion of participate 
neighborhoods. By investing in the establish- ing families are low income or on welfare, 
ment, expansion, or training of neighborhood- although the centers also serv^e middle- 

based child care, jol^s are created for residents and upper-income families. Babyland employs 
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